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THE UDPS-RPF COLLUSION: CASE OF AN ENDLESS SAGA? 

By 

Bucyalimwe Mararo Stanislas1 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

“There is no revolution without intellectuals, and  there is no 
struggle without thinking people, with thinking capacity “ (Fikile 
Mbalula Ancy, former president of the South African Youth 
League, 23 April 2016). 

 

“L’UDPS porte une lourde responsabilité dans le processus 
d’occupation et de balkanisation de la RDC depuis 1996, à cause 
de sa complicité avérée avec les ennemis du peuple congolais » 
(Candide Okeke, novembre 2016). 

 

 Félix-Antoine Tshilombo Tshisekedi was elected President of the UDPS on March 31, 
2018 to succeed his late father, Tshisekedi wa Mulumba (LuabaWa Ba Mabungi, 2018) who 
died in Brussels on February 1, 2017 and who, until this date, was not buried yet. On the one 
hand, many Congolese, especially within his Luba community and the ruling party (Mathieu 
Ilunga Kankonde; André Kabanda Kana;Patrick Nkanga), were pleased with his election, 
praising “the transparency”2 by which the election was conducted and most importantly, the 
fact that the party remains in the hands of the Family after a long period of in-fighting3. These 
tribal commentators claim that his election is the resurrection of the UDPS and expect that the 
new leader will bring a new life to the party. Really?This narrow view is challenged in the 
strongest terms and in the most convincing way by Journalist Kerwin Mayizo (2018). 
          Freddy Mulongo’s position (2018) is practically identical to the one of Kerwin Mayizo 
calling it a «Childish and exacerbated triumphalism which followed the election of Félix 
Tshilombo Tshisekedi as successor to his late father, Etienne Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, at the 
head of the UDPS, implying the false idea of a family, an ethnic-tribal party that didn’t let the 
Congolese indifferent! Following the attitude of fanatics and other extremists who are ready                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
to silence, by any means, those who disagree with them,“Réveil FM” pushed to make an 
objective analysis of  the UDPS Congress after the closing of its work. Every Congolese would 

 
1 The Author thanks  Professor Antoine  Sebagenzi  wa Lulenga  for  carefully  proofreading this Paper. 
2 They praise this election as proof of the international democracy (a joke because it was controversial and done 
for the first time in the 35 year existence of the UDPS) and consider it as a model of democracy that the country 
should follow. 
3Some Luba intellectuals, especially members of the UDPS, judged the presidency of Etienne Tshisekedi at the 
head of the party as a total failure (Lettre ouverte des 13 Parlementaires du Grand Kasaï, 2006; Tshitenge 
Tshimbawu, 2013). 
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wish the UDPS to succeed and to rise up from its disorder and wrongdoings. This is so more 
important than many self-serving politicians who work for the regime of Joseph Kabila 
Kanambe Kazembere Mtwale and who have participated in the destruction of the country that 
comes from the UDPS: Modeste Mutinga, Lambert Mende, Samy Badibanga, Bruno Tshibala, 
Shadary, Jean-Marie… It is a good news to hear that the UDPS organized successfully its 
Extraordinary Congress after 36 years of its existence. How can we avoid this in the future? 
The answer lies in the way it handles or corrects its five mistakes… One such mistake is the 
following: victory is a collective affair, and yet, Félix Tshilombo Tshisekedi gave the impression 
of being ‘the Man’ who will lead the UDPS to victory by gaining all political positions at stake: 
President of the Republic, Prime Minister, MPs, Senators, Governors. For a political party 
which has no seating leader within the Republic institutions, which, for 36 years of its existence 
never won any election, such an ambition is a daydream (“c’est rêver debout”). Why didn't 
Félix Tshisekedi take the precaution to invite Jean-Marc Kabund, the Secretary General of the 
UDPS as well as other members of the Congress Preparatory Committee on the podium when 
he gave his acceptance speech?” It is a sign or a premonition that he runs the risk of following 
in his father’s footsteps, the individualization of the party’s management; a bad news, by the 
way! 
          On the other hand, many other Congolese are pessimistic because of the personality of 
Félix Tshilombo seen as a “Brutus”, (“a monster” who, according to Jacques Matanda, was 
fabricated by the Belgian criminal neocolonialists who killed Patrice-Emery Lumumba, 2017),4 
that some see as a man connected to “Joseph Kabila” and to the Tutsi networks in the DRC for 
many reasons (Candide Okeke, 2014), and who has been unable to bury his father for almost 
one year and a half. Instead, he is enjoying world trips to sell his image as a future 
presidential candidate. Furthermore, people wonder who is paying for the cost of filing his 
father's body in a Brussels morgue for such a long period of time: his family, his party, or Joseph 
Kabila (who, I heard, gave 30,000 USD to Félix Tshilombo for the repatriation of his father’s 
body, an amount which was never used for this purpose) or is it somebody else?). This is also 
another side of the Tshisekedi mystery. 

In such conditions, can he become suddenly a responsible, patriotic leader and put an 
end to the longstanding collusion between his father's UDPS and the FPR? These are some 
issues that I intend to explore and thoroughly discuss in this short essay in order to highlight 
some clouds which continue to hang high over the political landscape of the DRC. In this 
framework, I further explain some elements of my contribution to the collective book,  Le 
Degré zéro de la dynamique politique en RDC depuis 1960 , co-edited by Justin Mbaya 
Kankwenda and François Mukoka Nsenda, Kinshasa Icredes, 2018): chapitre 14 : « La 
Géopolitique internationale et régionale dans la dynamique politique congolaise depuis 1960.” 

1. THE RISE OF THE UDPS AND THE RPF IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
           GEOPOLITICAL CHANGES OF THE 1980s 

 
4Félix Tshilombo (2012) also stresses his ties with Belgium or some Belgian political circles when stating the 
following: “Q. Sept mois après les élections présidentielle et législative au Congo, vous êtes toujours en Belgique. 
Quel est le motif de la prolongation de votre séjour? 
A. Je ne suis pas toujours qu’en Belgique. La Belgique représente pour moi une sorte de «Quartier général.» C’est 
ici que vit ma famille. C’est également ici que j’ai fourbi mes armes en politique. En dehors du Congo, la Belgique 
constitue un peu «l’autre chez moi». J’ai été obligé de prolonger mon séjour à l’extérieur dans le but de mener des 
actions de «sensibilisation» auprès de nos «partenaires». Il s’agit de les éclairer sur l’imposture qui s’est produite 
au Congo. Je m’inscris dans la logique de notre Président. Logique qui vise à prendre possession de l’imperium. » 
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           Foreseeing the end of the cold war in the 1980s with the advent of President 
Gorbatchev’s 1985 Perestroïka (Encyclopaedia Universalis, 2018), Washington turned its back 
to the dictatorship it sponsored by supporting Mobutu’s regime or by tolerating Habyarimana’s 
regime before. It means that both the UDPS and the RPF had a boost from Washington which 
intended to use them in its fighting against the regimes of Mobutu in the then Zaire and 
Habyarimana in Rwanda, two leaders who enjoyed its friendship and whose popularity among 
the masses was not as bad as western medias and other African medias in service were reporting. 

Mobutu, imposed by the CIA in power in September 1960, had been instrumental in 
waging the war in Angola since its independence in 1975. Indeed, with the US backing, Jonas 
Savimbi and the UNITA had fought since 1975 the MPLA government (led by Neto, then by 
Dos Santos). The Americans found in Mobutu a reliable man, or to repeat the words of President 
Ronald Reagan, « a voice of good sense and good will » and Zaire (the military base of  Kamina 
in the Shaba/Katanga province) a transit country (James Broom, 1987). In return, 
Mobutu received political and economic support as well as weapons and money whose 
magnitude in gains will take time to know because in such kind of operation (« The CIA’s covert 
supply of weapons »), everything is always opaque. 
            Raymond W. Copson (2000: 73-75)) well explains the reasons of  the US policy shift in 
Central Africa during this decade: “ During the Cold War, Central Africa, particularly Zaire, 
ranked higher on the US agenda  than afterward…President Mobutu Sese Seko (in power for 
the second time beginning 1965)…had made, in 1967, Zaire a one-party state. In the cold war 
context, his regime won the ready support of the United States, Belgium and France.- the 
principal actors in Zaire… With declining Cold War tensions, and moreover, progress toward 
peace in Angola, the United States had less  need to cooperate  with the Zairian leader than in 
the past… Pressure on Zaire for reforms increased”. 
             The role of the UDPS must be measured in the light of this external pressure. In 
Rwanda, however, the stability of the currency (“Franc rwandais”), the effectiveness of 
development policies and the good governance which earned President Habyarimana’s praise 
from the international community didn’t fit into this new US agenda, especially when one 
knows that he didn’t want, for most of the time, to comply with the World Bank and FMI diktats. 
His undependable attitude, the ties that the Tutsi had built for years with the Jews (note that 
they called themselves the Jews of Africa in 1982 and that, since then, Tel-Aviv and Washington 
linked Jewish history with the one of the Tutsi and shaped their policies in the region on this 
line (Pierre Péan,: 2010), and the support that they had from the US administration under both 
Presidents G.H. Bush (father) and Bill Clinton (J.E. Murphy, 2015). 

All these factors worked against President Habyarimana as the US strategy was to cause 
a general chaos in the whole region and establish a new political and economic order from this 
chaos. The role of the RPF, which is Museveni’s creation or child (he used to call RPF’s 
combatants, former soldiers of his army, the NRA-, his “boys”), is also to be understood in this 
framework; it was in this framework that the discourse on genocide was produced, widely 
disseminated and used by the Tutsi as a powerful weapon to win  international support and to 
justify their struggle for power re-conquest of Rwanda and the later invasion and occupation of 
Zaire/DRC. 

 No wonder that in both cases (Rwanda- “the New Israel” or “the US Protectorate” in 
Central Africa”- and Zaire), the United States and its allies or the Anglo-Saxons dismantled the 
existing national institutions in order to hand over power to the “Tutsi Without Borders”  
(“Batutsi banso”, words of maître Djino Will of TV Réveil Patriotique in the USA); what was 
not the case in South Africa and in Burundi where the same powerful international players  
imposed the “CVR” scheme as a way to keep power in the hands of the White minority and the 
Tutsi minority respectively, keeping a blind eye on the crimes they committed for years, 1948-



4 
 

1990 for the White regime in South Africa (the National Party), 1965-2000 for the Tutsi regime 
in Burundi (UPRONA). 

Thus, their goal in the post-cold war era was not to bring democracy to the Africa Great 
Lakes Region, but to install new, ethnic-based dictatorships. The organization of impunity 
(words used by Pierre Péan) which continues up to now in Burundi, Uganda, Rwanda and 
Zaire/DRC serves one purpose: to protect the Tutsi criminals and their allies in crimes, both 
visible and invisible actors from within and outside. 

Therefore, the context of the rise of the UDPS and of the RPF is truth-telling. They arose 
in a context of big changes in the whole of the Africa Great Lakes Region where Washington 
decided to establish a new political order using Yoweri Kaguta Museveni's hand to reduce the 
influence of Belgium (a former colonial power) and of the French Language :    
« Il (Museveni)  n’a cessé de faire la guerre  depuis plus de trente ans, d’abord pour prendre le 
pouvoir en Ouganda, ensuite pour étendre son influence  au-delà des frontières ougandaises 
qu’il trouve manifestement trop étroites. Après Kampala, ses yeux se sont portés sur Juba, 
capitale du Sud-Soudan, puis sur Kigali, ensuite sur Kinshasa… Pour comprendre l’origine des 
drames qui ont ensanglanté la région des Grands Lacs, il importe justement de chercher à 
cerner les ressorts de Museveni, de décrire sa trajectoire militaire avant de le suivre quand il 
prend le maquis, au début des années 1980, et enfin d’observer de près ceux qui l’ont rejoint. 
Car c’est à Kampala que se sont produits quelques battements d‘ailes qui allaient en effet 
déclencher de terribles  ‘effets papillon’ dans toute la région des Grands » (Pierre Péan, 2010 : 
219, 221). Paul Kagame, the current president of Rwanda, was a soldier in Museveni’s 
NRA/Ugandan army and served as the head of the Ugandan security services between 1986 and 
1994 (Remigius Kintu, 1998). Joseph Kabila was a soldier in the RPF and one of Paul Kagame’s 
bodyguards; today, he is the head of the DRC. 

It was then through Museveni and his US- backed regional wars (Remigius Kintu, 1997) 
that  Washington  saw the best way “to secure access for the US political, economical, military 
and cultural interests” in the emerging new era, the transition to the post-cold war. It is in the 
process of the implementation of this double american and hima-tutsi ethnic project, that the 
West (United States, Britain, Israel, Belgium, Canada to name a few) put the « Tutsi without 
Borders » at the summit of the DRC, first under the ADFL brand name in 1996 and  1997, 
second with the imposition of Joseph Kabila that some well knowledgeable people call 
« Hyppolite Kanambe, » ( meaning a forger)5, as head of the Congolese State in January 2001. 
It is not surprising that, to use the words of Faustin Twagiramungu, alias Rukokoma, a key ally 
of the RPF in the anti- President Juvénal Habyarimana struggle, the first prime minister of the 
RPF government in Rwanda (1994-1995) now an exile in Belgium, well informed about the 
latter’s tactics, dirty tricks and governing methods, it is « Joseph Kabila [who] governs the DRC 
on behalf of Paul Kagame with the help of obscure forces which support him»6. 

 
5 « Congo Eye-Opening Shock : « Joseph Kabila not Congolese, nor a Kabila”, congocoalitionblog, October 3, 20. 
See also Mwamba Tshibangu (2005); Honoré Ngbanda, “Joseph Kabila est un Rwandais et il s’appelle en réalité 
Hyppolite Kanambe », Kongo Times, 27 december 2007. 
6« Faustin Twagiramungu, ancien Premier ministre rwandais (du FPR) tance Kagame et Kabila. Bruxelles, le 07 
juin 2017 » (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pU9q5Oq8osM. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pU9q5Oq8osM
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Source:”RD Congo-Ouganda-Rwanda: au sommet de l’hypocrisie ? » in Le Potentiel/Agora Vox, 7 
septembre 2013. 

 
1.1. THE UDPS 
            This political party was created in Kinshasa in 1982, but its creation was preceded by 
the 1979 Letter of 13 parliamentarians. Jean-Claude Willame is one of the few people who 
studied the history of the UDPS.. In his 1987 study, he sheds some light on this party’s first 
years of political struggle. Particularly, he describes the context in which the UDPS was created 
in Zaire and the actions it undertook to force the democratization of the political system. The 
results of its actions were mixed or even very limited for two reasons: the repression of 
Mobutu’s regime and the trap of a dialogue which led to what he calls, “Ralliement” to the MPR 
in 1987 (92-112). From a perceived “radical political party” early on, the UDPS was brought 
into the MPR ranks to the frustration of its members: 
“L’annonce du ‘ralliement’ de l’UDPS a produit un profond désarroi chez les partisans du 
mouvement dont plusieurs centaines étaient toujours en prison.au moment de la libération des 
leaders. Ce désarroi était compréhensible où il survenait peu après le retour de ‘grands notables’ 
de l’exil extérieur (Nguz-a Karl-I-Bond, Mungul Diaka, etc.) qui s’étaient opposés à titre 
individuel  au système politique zaïrois et avaient été récupérés  sans pouvoir poser  des 
conditions politiques à leur retour » (Jean-Claude Willame, 1987 :110). 

 It means that the party, pretending to be the Mother of All Parties, the Standard Bearer 
of the Opposition (a slogan of its fanatics or naive Congolese that runs as follows: the UDPS is 
a National Heritage). However, it has made huge mistakes since the first years of its existence. 
These mistakes continue to be its hallmark: in the end, the thirst for power and money as well 
as the betrayal of its base have taken over all other goals. There is some evidence to draw from 
its history and failed struggle as described below. The book by Tshitenge Tshimbawu, Les 
Péchés politiques d’Etienne Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, 1982-2011 (2013), an excellent account 
of the UDPS history under the failed leadership of Etienne Tshisekedi, is a reference : « Etienne 
Tshisekedi never learned lessons from his repeated failures in order to change his strategy, at 
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least to take advantage of the beginning of Mobutu’s downfall … In the whole story of the 
UDPS under the leadership of its national president, many negative decisions which were not 
beneficial to the party were made .. Under his leadership, the UDPS was a total failure» 
(François Kasenda, member of the UDPS/Canada  quoted by Tshitenge Tshimbawu, 2013 : 
152).  

 
1.2.THE FPR 
          This politico-military party was created in 1987 in Washington, DC and in Kampala, 
Uganda; but there was a precursor, the RANU/Rwanda Alliance for National Unity (Vincent 
Gasana, 2017):“The Rwanda Alliance for National Unity, or RANU headquartered in Nairobi, 
Kenya, was created in 1979 and was presented as a cultural organization to unite all Rwandans. 
This was largely true, but it was not the whole truth. RANU did indeed work to bring Rwandans 
together through their shared culture. But, it was also a political organization, which kept a 
military option wide open. This option would have severely compromised the safety of every 
Rwandan, had the authorities in the host countries caught wind of it. Political discussions were 
conducted clandestinely, under the cover of cultural celebrations, and what could have been 
better than culture to mobilize people around their identity ?”.. 
In those early years of the UDPS, some founders of the RPF and former members of the RANU 
chose the option of violent revolution from the start. This is the reason why they fought 
alongside Museveni (1981-1986), even becoming the spearhead of his January 1986 military 
victory in Uganda: “In 1979, the Rwandese Alliance for National Unity (RANU) emerges in 
Uganda to promote the option of Rwandan refugees’ return to Rwanda. In 1980, several 
members of RANU join Museveni’s National Resistance Army (NRA) in the Ugandan bush 
war against the then President of Uganda Milton Obote. In 19827 , the Tutsi refugees from 
Uganda forced or were forced by Milton Obote’s government (explusion) to return to Rwanda; 
surprised by the event, the then Rwandan government blocked them on the border8.  In 1987 
RANU, renamed Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), adopts a more militarist stance in its dealings 
with Uganda and Rwanda”(Erin Jessee, 2017, section: chronology, XIII). 
           This move was not fortuitous: The year 1987 coincided with key events in the region: 
the advent of Pierre Buyoya in Burundi9who led the 1988 Ntega-Marangara Hutu killings10, the 
cancellation of the legislative elections in Kivu,11 followed one year later (1988) by the Tutsi-
sponsored division of the Great Kivu into three provinces, South Kivu, Maniema and North-
Kivu (Mutezi Muja WaMariya, 1987; Jua, 1988), and the 1987 collapse of coffee prices which 
crushed the Rwandan economy. The refusal of the international community to support the 1987-
1988 economic reforms undertaken by the government of Juvénal Habyarimana (Augustin 
Ngirabatware, 2005:85) worsened the economic and social crisis, thus weakening the country. 
This was, as it would be later seen in 1992, the case of the external pressure made for multiparty 
rule in war time, one of the boosts given to the RPF conquest of power. 

 
7This forced return of 40/45,000 refugees or 80,000 according to the Rwandan government (Eugene Shimamungu, 
2006: 62; Laurien Uwizeyimana, 1992: 24) coincided with the creation of the UDPS, meaning that pressures on 
the Mobutu and Habyarimana regimes were launched the same year. 
8 The management of this crisis opposed President Habyarimana and the then Minister of Social Affairs and 
Community Development, Félix Gatabazi, a notable from the South of the country (Laurent Uwizeyimana, 1992: 
28) who later joined the RPF before being killed by their death squad in 1993. 
9« Burundi : President Jean-Baptiste Bagaza is outsted by the Army”, in The New York Times, September 4, 1987. 
10« Burundi : Août 1988 – le Génocide de Ntega-Maranara », in AnNews, 21 août 2013. 
11Zaïre-Afrique n°264, avril 1992. 
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          The NRA/RPF launched the invasion of Rwanda on October 1, 1990 when the issue of 
Tutsi refugees was close to a negotiated settlement between Rwanda and Uganda, but Museveni 
was the President of the OUA; Salem ben Salem, a Tanzanian citizen, who is also said to be of 
Nilotic ethnicity, was the OAU General Secretary. Whereas the mandate was three years, he 
exceptionally kept his position for a third term, that means, during the RPF 1990-1994 
devastating war in which Washington, DC worked against the Hutu-led government through 
UN troops, the MINUAR, led by a Canadian General, Romeo Dallaire, and with Belgian 
soldiers as the backbone of this so-called peacekeeping operation.  This is a further example of 
the utilization of the UN, the OAU, local and international NGOs, and  many opposition 
political parties in Rwanda and the whole region to topple the Habyarimana and Mobutu 
regimes from power in the name of “democracy”. This was a hollow slogan, empty of any 
substance because Washington showed, as the post-1990 evolution of events in Uganda, 
Burundi, Rwanda and the DRC demonstrates, that Washington, DC was not (and still isn't) as 
interested in democracy and human rights as it was before. 

2.FIGHTING FOR POWER CONQUEST THROUGH OPPOSING PATHS IN THE 
EARLY 1990s 

           With the end of the mono-party system in 1990 (Mobutu’s speech of April 24, 1990), the 
way was cleared for the UDPS to show its political maturity and its seriousness in its struggle 
for democracy. The flaws/defects, or better, the new mistakes of its leadership around Etienne 
Tshisekedi fragilized and reduced its chances of success. 

  The first mistake was “tribalization” and the individualization of the party’s 
management.  The UDPS directorate broke down in the 1990s, and the party entered a process 
of the ethnically oriented management of the UDPS; the party moved from a national party to 
a regional or an ethnic-based Luba party on which Mr. Tshisekedi reigned like Mobutu at the 
head of the MPR (Tshitenge Tshimbawu, 2013), one party rule that he helped to build and 
consolidate (Mike Kabamba, 2011) before criticizing it. In the end, the UDPS was identified 
with one man, Etienne Tshisekedi, and when he died, the party fell apart12. 

 The second mistake was “the lack of vision”. Having lost its national character and being 
driven by and into ethnically oriented and divided politics, the UDPS lost its national vision 
and failed to understand the post-1990 geo-strategic stakes in the region and the different forces 
behind the RPF war, described hereafter by Congo Libre : « La destruction, la manipulation, le 
travail de sape, et divers mensonges, diversions et distractions sont des éléments du prétendu ‘ 
Nouvel ordre mondial’ dont se servent la CIA et les Américains pour imposer une ‘Nouvelle 
dictature mondiale’. Ceci étant, c’est la politique américaine du IIIème millénaire qui régente 
le monde actuel. Ils imposent des dirigeants aux peuples du monde ; ils découpent les pays 
comme ils veulent, violent les frontières, organisent les pillages des matières premières des pays 
qu’ils occupent, tuent, assassinent, violent les femmes et les enfants… Les pays qui en font les 
frais actuellement c’est l’Irak et le Congo où ils ont permis aux Rwandais, Ougandais, 
Burundais et autres mercenaires venus des Etats-Unis, de la Grande-Bretagne, de l’Afrique du 

 
12 On This issue, see SANDO, F., « En quoi Tshisekedi est-il différent de Mobutu?,19 sept. 2012 » 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNfFqENu1X4). 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNfFqENu1X4
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Sud, de l’Erythrée, du Kenya, de la Tanzanie, de l’Angola et de la Zambie, de tuer plus de 
6.000.000 de Congolais sous l’œil amusé de leur homme de main sur place, Mr.William 
Swing »13. 
Being ignorant of this state of affairs pushed the UDPS to blindly follow or line up behind the 
actions of the RPF, a criminal organization.. 
 The third mistake is associated with “the arrogance and ego-centrism” of Etienne 
Tshisekedi. In fact, listening to some other people and respecting them is a strong value; 
unfortunately, the lack of the quality of listening and respect was the hallmark of Etienne 
Tshisekedi’s political conduct and that of most of his followers. Worse, he went into history as 
« Mr ‘ Moi ou Rien’ », meaning everything must turn around him and nobody else (Tshitenge 
Tshimbawu, 2013) or « the unmovable friend of Mobutu» (Honoré Ngbanda, 2015) who relied 
on or constantly manipulated the circle around him to serve his ego. In reaction to  Etienne 
Tshisekedi’s call for dialogue with Joseph Kabila and to his ambitious son, Félix Tshilombo 
Tshisekedi, Honoré Ngbanda said the following in his 2015 declaration : «Your father (Etienne 
Tshisekedi) is a Mobutist and you are the product of Mobutu because you were raised with or 
you lived on Mobutu’s money..; Your father is one of the killers of democracy.” He also declared 
that « Felix Tshisekedi received $2 millions from Joseph Kabila in order to urge his father to 
participate in the dialogue.” 
            The fourth mistake is the fact that “Etienne Tshisekedi had sold his soul to Western 
interests for years”. Indeed, he had a longstanding collusion with western multinationals, 
particularly the Belgian lobbies interested in the mining sector in Kasai (the MIBA) and 
Katanga (Group Forrest International) or the families of some Belgian politicians like Louis 
Michel and the MR-DRC connection, André Flahaut and others whose businesses are 
flourishing in the DRC. This collusion certainly explains his political longevity and the fact that 
Mobutu never made an attempt on his life. He was a useful asset of western interests in the 
DRC. Following in Mobutu’s footsteps, this had been effective since he was appointed Deputy- 
Minister of Justice in the “Collège des Commissaires Généraux (September 1960-February 
1961). As Reverend Banyere Bulere (2017) recalls, Prime Minister-Elect Patrice-Eméry 
Lumumba was quite the opposite: “From now on, he said in 1960, all the national resources 
that the Congo is overflowing with must primarily benefit the Congolese people in order to 
raise their living conditions and rapidly develop the new state. Dissatisfied with this program, 
all major powers, with Belgium and the US leading the way- continuing to believe and hope 
that the Congo would remain the place of ‘free resource’ and at the despicable cost of strategic 
raw materials- did everything in their power to prevent the realization of Lumumba’s plan and 
decimate the DRC.”14. 
Talking specifically about the attitude of Etienne Tshisekedi in those early 1960 years, vis-à-vis 
Lumumba who was later rightly proclaimed the “National Hero”, Tryphon Kin-Kiey 
Mulumba(2016) says, Etienne Tshisekedi called the Prime Minister a toad (“crapaud”) when he 
was arrested, and he participated in the purge of the Lumumba followers. 

 
13« La conspiration du mensonge en RDC », in Congo Libre du 1er août 2011. 
14Read also Jacques Matanda (2013). 
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Source : Richard Lumumba, « Lettre criminelle d’Etienne Tshisekedi à Albert Kalonji. Concerne : l’assassinat de 
Patrice Emery Lumumba, 24 avrill 2011 »15, http://www.alterinfo.net/photo/art/default/3218825-

4606302.jpg?v=1314212232  

 

In 1966, Etienne Tshisekedi joked about the four “Pentecost” hanged politicians, justifying this 
despicable act on TV. 

 

 
15 Voici la lettre historique de Me Tshisekedi wa Mulumba, adressée à l’Empereur Albert Kalondji touchant 
l’assassinat de Patrice Lumumba (assassiné à Lubumbashi) et ceux de ses camarades combattants du MNC/L 
assassinés à Bakwanga, sous le règne de Kalonji Albert.  
A savoir : Elengesa Pierre, Jean Pierre Finat (le père de Abeti Masikini), Nzuzi Emmanuel ( le grand frère de Nzuzi 
wa Mbombo), Muzungu Christophe ( père de Muzungu qui était le vice-gouverneur de Kinshasa pendant le 
gouvernement de Laurent Désiré Kabila), Mbuyi Joseph sans oublier aussi Camile Yangala qui était aussi du 
nombre… 

http://www.alterinfo.net/photo/art/default/3218825-4606302.jpg?v=1314212232
http://www.alterinfo.net/photo/art/default/3218825-4606302.jpg?v=1314212232
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Source :http://www.alterinfo.net/Tshisekedi-et-Mobutu-justifiant-la-pendaison-publique-de-3-ministres-un-
senateur-et-des-plusieurs-personnes-en-secret_a112919.html16. 

 These facts and many others show that Etienne Tshisekedi’s nationalistic claim was 
misleading; therefore, his silence over the invasion and the abuses committed by the 
government of occupation led by Joseph Kabila and over the massacres that his government 
has sponsored in the last three years in Tshisekedi's home province, Kasai, is understandable17… 
Mayoyo Bitumba Tipo Tipo expressed this in the following formula : : « le Sphinx ou 
l’Hibernatus de l’opposition .» 18  As for Tshitenge Tshimbawu (2013), he wonders whether  
Etienne Tshisekedi was playing Mobutu’s card. Colette Braeckman (2011) used this formula to 
express the same reality like Tshitenge Tshimbawu did: “la danse avec le léopard”19. 

 

 

Source : « RDC :la face cachée d’Etienne Tshisekedi », in Kongo Times, 1er août 2013 

 In addition, Etienne Tshisekedi was one of the members of the “Collège des 
Commissaires Généraux” (September 1960-February 1962) who helped Mobutu to set up a one 
party rule, the MPR, in 1967 and to consolidate it in the 1970s20 : ” La plupart des membres de 
ce Collège et les membres de la Sûreté (Victor Nendaka)  ont continué à être les alliés quasi 

 
16  Read also. »Tshisekedi et Mobutu justifiant la pendaison publique de 3 ministres, un sénateur et plusieurs 
personnes en secret », Alter Info, 15 janvier 2018 ; Mike Kabamba, “Tshisekedi et Mobutu justifient la pendaison 
de 3 ministres et d’un sénateur, 11 novembre 2011 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJHbPDeAQm); « Congo-
Zaïre: l’empire du crime permanent, les pendus de la pentecôte” (in Le Phare, 29 juillet 2014) . When, in 2017, his 
family was cynically requesting  that he be buried at the “Pont Cabu” were this act took place, the reaction of their 
families were predictable; it was a total disapproval (“Martyrs de la Pentecôte, un des fils des victimes monte au 
crénau”, in Politico.cd, 8 février 2017. 
17 Kwebe Kimpele explique la problématique du Kasaï avec ces massacres et indexe Kabila, UDPS et 
cie(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nEbFIjQNLY). See also« Actu Expliquée 02.08 : Basile Olongo menace 
J. Marc Kabund d'arrestation » (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ml2E26oTqZM). Lire Candide Okeke, 
« Reprise des rencontres secrètes entre “Joseph Kabila” et Félix Tshisekedi «  (…), op. cit. ; Mathieu Ilunga, in 
« Félix Tshisekedi Premier Ministre de Transition: 3 ans avec KABILA, Né Muanda Nsemi en Colère » 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc63e659Rmg).. 
18 MAYOYO, B.T.T., .La deuxième guerre occidentale contre le Congo : offensive des médias et dessous des 
cartes. Paris, L’Harmattan, 2006, pp. 70-75. 
19 Colette Braeckman, « EtienneTshisekedi : L’ultime ambition de l’éternel opposant », in RM Communication, 1 
Novembre 2011. 
20 « Les Commissaires Généraux : Identité et rôle historique », in Le Phare, 17 juillet 2013. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJHbPDeAQm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nEbFIjQNLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ml2E26oTqZM
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« naturels » de Mobutu, même dans les dossiers sales, tout au moins jusqu’à l’avènement du 
MPR, parti unique, en 1967. Pour rappel, Etienne Tshisekedi est l’un des concepteurs du 
Manifeste de la N'sele, « charte promulguée par Mobutu Sese Seko et créant le Mouvement 
populaire de la Révolution, un parti politique de République démocratique du Congo. Ainsi l’on 
dit que celui-ci fut fondé le 20 mai 1967 par Joseph-Désiré Mobutu, Justin Bomboko, Joseph 
Untube N'singa Udjuu et Étienne Tshisekedi »21 . 
 

 

 

 

Source:: “Photo 1975 : Dissidence et mythe » in « Etienne Tshisekedi, Hommage à l’opposant mythique  et 
l’homme aux occasions manquées », 7sur.cd, 27 février 2017. 

As one observer said, Etienne Tshisekedi died with his secrets and his truths. Why did he die 
without writing even a ten-page document? The reason is one and simple: he had too much to 
hide. Finally, those who were recently talking about the conflict between the UDPS and the 
PPRD or between Etienne Tshisekedi and Joseph Kabila do not understand the constant make- 
believe strategy of the “Sphinx de Limete”.. 

 
2.1.THE UDPS AND THE ILLUSION OF A NON-VIOLENT  REVOLUTION 
            The UDPS emerged as an opposition political party aimed at bringing change within the 
capitalist-exploitative system, not to continue the US/Western imposed system. It was not 
intended to dismantle or counter it in some ways as the Lumumbist-oriented movements were 
trying to do. In other words, it sought a change in the continuity of the exploitation of the 

 
21  http://fr.unionpedia.org/i/Manifeste_de_la_N'sele. 
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country’s resources by western multinationals and the alienation of its sovereignty vis-à-vis the 
latter. A closer look at its project of society leads to those observations. 
             The option of demonstrations and non-violent protests was a doomed strategy from the 
start. In the February 16, 1992, in the January 19, 20, 21, 2015, in the December 19, 22, 2016 
“marches,” (the M23 militia participated in the repression) ; in the whole year of 201722and in the 
January 21, 2018 protests,23  we only saw young men and women on the streets, never the 
leaders of the UDPS or other political parties. The protesters are the ones who suffered 
repressions: deaths, wounds, arrests and imprisonment. Sometimes, the UDPS sent petitions 
and memoranda either to the government or to the MONUC/MONUSCO, the United Nations 
or to Western governments and institutions24 which have been backing the occupation of the 
country; they never drew any support from these foreign institutions.  The alliance with the RPF 
extensions in the DRC like the RCD-Goma and the M23 (see below) were a desperate move 
when other means had not been exhausted yet. The dialogue with the government parties, 
yesterday’s MPR and today’s   PPRD, has always been conducted in a weak position; usually, 
the government always brings the UDPS to the table for talks in order to weaken the entire 
opposition or to diffuse growing discontents within the Congolese population. The last two 
dialogues took place in the aftermath of the November 28, 2011 elections and on the eve of the 
December 16, 2016 end of Joseph Kabila’s second term as President. Concretely, the UDPS 
often acted as a government’s ally; a few members who were ashamed of this treason tried to 
raise their voices, unsuccessfully. The case of the 2006 Open Letter of the Kasai Members of 
Parliament is a case to the point. 
  Until his death on February 1, 2017, Etienne Tshisekedi remained blinded by his  stuborn 

and insensitive views to the failures of his party; he never understood that he needed to change 
his strategy if he wanted his party to conquer political power. Instead, he continued to play the 
wrong game: send some followers to the national institutions (Parliament and government) 
while staying out where his discourse on the opposition never faded, or act as an ‘eternal 
opponent” while cooperating indirectly with the government through his delegates. The 
nomination of his close ally, Sammy Badibanga, as prime minister in late  2016 (Aboubacar 
Jacouba Bama, 2016) and the presence of his sister and his son, Félix Tshisekedi, on the payroll 
of the National Assembly25  provide some evidence of this behavior as well as some cases of 
conscience. 

2.2.THE RPF AND ITS VIOLENT REVOLUTION 

          Many books and articles have been written on the RPF war in Rwanda, but most of them 
are dominated by two basic ideas: the claim that the Tutsi had been systematically persecuted 

 
22 HumanRights Watch, République Démocratique du Congo. Evénements de 2017. New York, Octobre 2017. 
23 Ce mépris flagrant pour la vie des citoyens et les droits fondamentaux est totalement inacceptable. AI, RDC : la 
répression brutale des manifestations antigouvernementales doit faire l’objet d’une enquête. Londres, 27 janvier 
2018. 
24   For example : Memorandum de l’UDPS au Président américain Barack Obama. Kinshasa, 20 mars 2009 ; 
Memorandum de l’UDPS adressé aux membres de l’Organisation des Nations Unies/ONU. New York, 19 
décembre, 2017 ; « Le memorandum de l’UDPS», In Le Phare, Kinshasa, 5 Juillet 2011. 
25 « Etienne Tshisekedi savait bien que sa sœur et son fils touchaient le salaire du Parlement », Problématique : 
« FélixTshisekedi, Aller ou pas à la CENI ? », in Congodiaspora, 19 mai 2013 ; VUNGBO, K.H.P., « L’affaire 
Félix Tshisekedi comme député congolais libre, 13 janvier 2013 », in http!//www.facebook.com 
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and discriminated against by the Hutu regimes since 1959 and that the war was  intended to end 
such persecution and discrimination, and ultimately, bringing democracy and justice to Rwanda. 

The RPF fought for four years (October 1990-July 1994) benefiting from a strong US 
financial, military, political and diplomatic support. Those who know well how the regime of 
Juvénal Habyarimana collapsed point to the fact that it indeed faced multinational armies that 
fought on the side of the RPF, invading from the Uganda territory: the Ugandan army, the US 
army, the Burundi army, the Ethiopian army, the Eritrean army, the Israeli army, the Belgian 
army and the UN-peacekeeping forces alias MINUAR.26 Since 1994, Paul Kagame has used 
terror and killings as methods of governance (Kayumba Nyamwasa et al., 2010; Filip 
Reyntjens; 2014; Noble Marara, 2017). The RPF was the “the spoiled child” of the Anglo-
American and Israeli globalist elites (Antoine-Roger Lokongo, 2012; Anthony Loewenstein, 
2016; Ann Garrison, 2017; VOA, 2017).  One proof is the organization of impunity or the status 
of “exceptionalism” they granted to the criminal Tutsi extremists who have been ravaging the 
whole of Africa Great Lakes Region since Yoweri Kaguta Museveni’s bush war (1981-1986). 

From 1996, the RPF regime exported its crimes outside Rwanda, namely in the DRC27 
where it is strongly involved in the Congolese politics while sponsoring massive killings of 
Congolese people and looting the DRC natural resources at a large scale with the complicity of 
key western powers, multinationals, and many Congolese nationals (Mgr. Archeveque 
Emmauel Kataliko, 1999). After playing a key role in the assassination of President Laurent-
Désiré Kabila, Paul Kagame has been plotting to kill Burundi’s President, Pierre Nkurunziza. 
Yet, Washington keeps praising him as a model of leadership and governance in Africa today, 
while he is seen by many observers as a vicious dictator who is often compared with Adolf 
Hitler. Even though this is a shameful image to carry around, Kagame seemingly considers this 
comparison as a sign of  greatness . 

Today in 2018, even most of the so-called “RPF’ heroes” (General Kayumba 
Nyamwasa, Théogène Rudasingwa, Gérard Gahima, Major Higiro, Major Michombero, 
Musonera, Jean-Pierre Mugabe, Noble Marara, Kizito Mihigo,  and more than a hundred others) 
are disappointed with the way Paul Kagame has been ruling and are very worried about the 
future of the country. He transformed Rwanda into an open grave, and after annihilating the 
Hutu ethnic group as a whole and impoverishing those who survived his death squads, he is 
now killing Tutsi leaders who express their frustration on a regular basis. J.E. Murphy 
summarizes this politics of terror in the phrase, “terrorists operations in and outside Rwanda” 
(2015: 115-130). Some sincere and honest Tutsi who experienced the regime of President 
Habyarimana from within realize now how it was not as  bad as it has been usually presented. 
  

 
26 « Assassination of Presidents Habyarimana and Ntaryamira: Lawyer Christopher Black accuses Paul Kagame, 
USA, UK, Belgium, Canada, Uganda, Tanzania and Burundi”, in Who killed Agathe? The Death of a Prime 
Minister, New York/Arusha, 2006. 
27 Tony Busselen, « Pourquoi l’Occident (Etats-Unis et Union Européenne) ferme les yeux sur la déstabilisation 
orchestrée par le Rwanda dans les pays voisins, le Burundi et le Congo », in Solidaire, 16 février 2016. 
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3.THE UDPS-RPF WITHIN THE SO-CALLED “AFDL REVOLUTION” 

            IN THE LATE  1990s AND BEYOND 

 3.1.THE UDPS, THE  BIGGEST LOSER 
          In 2006, 13 Great Kasaï MPs blamed Etienne Tshisekedi in the strongest terms: 
« Proclamation de la libéralisation politique:  L'Udps a eu pleinement raison de forcer Mobutu 
à libéraliser l'espace politique. Mais qu'a-t-elle gagné elle-même de la libéralisation ? 16 ans 
après, la sentence est implacable : c'est l'Udps, sous votre mandat, Mr. Etienne Tshisekedi, qui 
court maintenant après le Rcd-Goma, le Mlc, le Pprd, les Maï-Maï, le Rcd-N, le Rcd-Kml, les 
Forces du Futur etc. pour négocier son retour dans le processus issu du Dialogue Intercongolais, 
forum initié par vous et soutenu, grâce à vous aussi, par la Communauté internationale qui 
semble ne plus vous suivre. Ayez le courage de le reconnaître : sous votre mandat, l'échec de 
l'Udps aura été des plus retentissants. 
           A few years later, he was again strongly criticized as follows: “D’après Ekokota Kumbu, 
l’UDPS est un parti politique qui avait fait rêver pour avoir, à un moment de l’histoire du pays, 
démontré que le peuple pouvait se battre pour ses intérêts. Mais, il a péché également en 
adoptant la logique suicidaire  de’bazokata ezokola’ en faisant croire que plus il y avait des 
départs, plus le parti grandissait. Et pourtant, en politique la logique veut ‘bazokata ezokonda’. 
Au lieu de la puissance du parti comme organisation pouvant survivre aux hommes, l’UDPS 
fonde sa grandeur sur un homme, Etienne Tshisekedi. S’étant exclu à cause d’un discours 
inadapté, comment l’UDPS pourrait-elle revenir dans le circuit en 2011 ? La solution, c’est de 
se montrer humble en oubliant les 26 ans de véritable gâchis » (cité par TshitengeTshimbawu, 
2013: 41). As a consequence, he faced a growing sling (Kapita, 2018) which was insistently 
calling for internal democracy and change in the direction of the party. These appeals didn’t 
meet expectations, as Etienne Tshisekedi died leaving behind a divided and a weakened party. 
 In fact, the UDPS never changed its strategy: demonstrations and dialogues of the deaf 
with the governing power (Tryphon Kin-Kiey Mulumba, 2016; Joseph Mukumbila, 2017; 
Modeste Mutinga, 2018).28 Nobody within the party challenged Etienne Tshisekedi's dictatorial 
instinct and the individualization of the party’s management. Ethnic bond or tribalism impeded 
prominent members to understand that Etienne Tshisekedi was a big problem for the party. 
Those who understood it left the party: Marcel Lihau, Faustin Birindwa, Mbwakiem, Kibasa 
Maliba and others. Therefore, ignorance and the promotion of narrow family or ethnic interests 
drove the party in the wrong direction, at least far from the one that the 1982 founding members 
had in mind or the objectives that they wanted to reach. 
 The radical character of the UDPS was a joke. How can one reconcile its move from the 
pillar position it held within the USORAS (1992-1994) to its alliance with the RCD-Goma 
(2002), a well-known criminal organization, and the UDPS-PPRD agreement (December 31, 
2016), or its weak position in the post-2018 so-called “Rassemblement” or RASSOP? There is 
only one of these three answers: opportunism, self-serving interests,treason. Even Tshisekedi's 
partisans and fanatics are so embarrassed they are unable to provide concrete answers. We are 
told by his son, Félix Tshilombo Tshisekedi, and a tiny minority around him that he must be 
remembered for having been involved in the democratic process, that the Congolese people 
must follow his efforts (Eddy Tsango, 2018). Thierry Vircoulon is also vague when claiming 
that the legacy of Etienne Tshisekedi is his popularity based on his image and not on his 

 
28 See also « Pré-dialogue secret Udps-Pouvoir : Franck Diongo éventre le boa », 7sur7.cd. Some well-informed 
say the UDPS played a key role in his violent arrest  and imprisonment in late 2016  (until now, he is in the Makala 
jail) by the PPRD government. 
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achievements, his non-violent and non-opportunistic stance, and the hope of political change.29 
Knowing what he did around President Mobutu (assassination of Prime minister-elect Patrice-
Emery Lumumba in 1961, the hanging of the 1966 Pentecost victims and the writing of the 
1967 “Manifeste de la N’Sele” which set up a one party rule, the MPR, the 1992 refusal to 
become prime-minister and the 2006 refusal to run as a presidential candidate, which played in 
favor of Joseph-Désiré Mobutu and Joseph Kabila respectively); his regular negotiations with 
Joseph Kabila, a foreigner sitting at the Helm of the country, it is not difficult to honestly 
conclude that Etienne Tshisekedi betrayed the real democrats and constantly undermined the 
Opposition’s struggle for democracy. The failure of his party that many members regret today 
was foreseeable early on by any attentive observers. 
 
3.2.THE FPR, THE VICTOR 

3.2.1.The UDPS-RPF relations during the 1990-1994 war. 

           Two elements brought together both organizations and their leaders' struggle to topple 
the then dictatorial regimes of Mobutu and Habyarimana in order to restore or bring democracy 
to Zaire and to Rwanda; the Tutsi connection, especially the presence of powerful networks 
organized by Barthélémy Bisengimana and Léon Lobitsch (alias Kengo wa Dongo) who had a 
strong influence on Mobutu, controlled Zaire's national institutions. Members of these networks 
and strong supporters of the  RPF, then an armed rebel movement, have paved the way to power 
conquest in both Rwanda and Zaire by giving political and economic favors to many key 
politicians, members of the one-party rule, the MPR/Mouvement Populaire de la Révolution 
and by marrying Tutsi women to most of them (an effective strategy or a weapon of mass 
destruction). They all got caught up in Tutsi nets. Thus, the RPF found easy to recruit its Zairian 
collaborators when it started the war in 1990 and in its whole war period. In other words, the 
anti-Mobutu and anti-Habyarimana networks set the UDPS  and the RPF together (Eyenga 
Sano, 1992). 
 However, both organizations took opposing paths to fight the two dictatorial regimes; 
this difference determined the outcome of the struggle on both sides. The UDPS chose the 
electoral path. What Professor Yoka Lye Mudaba calls the “palabre ensorcelée” (Sovereign 
National Conference) was supposed to lead to a new political order, a transition aimed at leading 
to democratic elections (“schema de la CNS”): Unfortunately, the Troika (Belgium, France and 
USA) only paid lip service to this democratic option. 
 As I stressed before, the post-1990 development in the whole region (Uganda, Burundi, 
Rwanda, Zaire) showed that the US and its allies were not interested in democracy, but in rebel-
based dictatorial regimes controlled by the Tutsi minorities in all these countries. The Africa 
Great Lakes Region became ultimately a “Shengen-like space” in which the Tutsi have the right 
to move freely because most of them have acquired two, three or even four passports in a mafia-
like structure, which has not apparently been the case for the UDPS members.  The UDPS and 
its partners within the “schéma de la CNS” were playing a game of dupes. Worse than this, 
Etienne Tshisekedi, who was elected Prime Minister by the delegates to the Sovereign National 
Conference, made two big mistakes: he didn’t understand that he was elected because he was 
not necessarily appreciated by the Zairian people, but because most of them wanted to get rid 
of Mobutu, and most delegates were members of his Luba ethnic group. Honor and popularity 
blinded him to such a point that he cultivated a cult of personality, refusing to listen to any 
advice from members of his party (to the exception of a tiny minority of Luba advisers), and 
failing to read correctly the  national and regional stakes of the time. His arrogance jeopardized 
his investiture as Prime Minister-Elect because he mishandled the swearing-in ceremony 

 
29 Le Monde, 2017.. 
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(Tshitenge Tshimbawu, 2013), which forced Mobutu to fire him and replace him with another 
member of his party, Faustin Birindwa. With his irresponsible behavior, he failed those who 
had trusted him, and even the Zairian people who wanted a change in the governance of the 
country. He then chaired a non-recognized shadow government that Nguz Karl-I-Bond called a 
“gouvernement sous les arbres,”  which obviously didn’t pay off. 
 This missed opportunity and the progressive erosion of its directorate weakened the 
UDPS. While it was weakening, the RPF was growing stronger. In the end, the Tutsi benefited 
from the struggle against both Habyarimana and Mobutu, putting Etienne Tshisekedi and the 
UDPS in a very weak position. There is, in the following sections, much proof to this that is far 
from mere allegations. 
 
3.2.2.The UDPS-RPF relations immediately after the RPF military victory in Rwanda 
 
 The military victory of the RPF resulted from different factors: its determination, the strong 
support it benefited from Washington, London, Tel-Aviv, Brussels and many other capitals of 
the so-called free world, the manipulation of the Opposition in Rwanda (Ferdinand Nahimana, 
2007), the assassination of President Juvénal Habyarimana and General Déogratias Nsabimana, 
both heads of the Rwadan State and the Army in a well-planned plot, after their airplane was 
shot down while landing at the Kanombe International Airport in the evening of April 6, 1994 
on their return home from a trickster-type regional conference held in Dar-es-Salaam that very 
day. « Depuis les Etats-Unis, où il est réfugié politique, l’un des anciens compagnons de 
Kagame, Théogène Rudasingwa, qui fut secrétaire général du Front patriotique rwandais, a 
déclaré à la BBC qu’«en juillet 1994, avec son insensibilité caractéristique et beaucoup de 
jubilation, Kagame m’a dit qu’il était responsable de l’attentat contre l’avion.» Et d’ajouter: 
«comme bon nombre au sein de la direction du FPR, j’ai vendu avec enthousiasme cette version 
trompeuse de l’histoire» (Colette Braeckman, 2011)30. 
 
However, Paul Kagame had used another cynical strategy. He had infiltrated the youth of the 
different political parties, killed leaders who were not willing to collaborate with the RPF 
(Gapyisi, Martin Bucyana, Félix Gatabazi and many others), even many Tutsi, in order to rise 
to power (Abdul Joshua Ruzibiza; 2005: Guillaume Murere, 2007; Jean-Marie Vianney, 2013). 
In his disinformation tactics, with the cover-up of his Anglo-American and Israeli mentors, he 
obviously bears the responsibility of all these killings of Habyarimana’s government members. 
In the English version of his book published in 2016, Jean-Marie Vianney Ndagijimana, the 
RPF first minister of Foreign Affairs for a short period of time, and who usually states that he 
has both Tutsi and Hutu family members (one of his parents was a Tutsi and the other a Hutu) 
wrote: “Paul Kagame was a warlord who systematically rejected every initiative from the 
United Nations and certain Western countries that would have halted the massacre of the 
Tutsis. He even went so far as to threaten to attack those foreign troops who interfered in trying 
to end the genocide. I recall especially the threats leveled directly against France at the time of 
the Operation Turquoise. Kagame never intended to protect the Tutsi families inside Rwanda, 
but only to use them in his drive to seize power by force of arms." 

 
30  Le colonel Luc Marchal qui dirigeait le contingent belge à l’époque et était l’adjoint du général Canadien, patron 
de la triste MINUAR, Roméo Dallaire, est assez clair là-dessus. Ce sont les Américains qui ont placé Kagame au 
pouvoir (La conquête du pouvoir par Paul Kagame et le rôle des Etats-Unis. Conférence donnée au Colloque sur 
le drame rwandais : la vérité des acteurs, Paris, 10 avril 2014). Ce qu’il a dit en demi-mots, ce sont les Etats-Unis 
qui l’ont aidé dans ses sales besognes, notamment l’assassinat des Présdents rwandais, burundais (6 avril 1994 à 
Kigali) et rdcngolais (16  janvier 2001) à Kinshasa, respectivement Juvénal Habyarimana, Cyprien Ntaryamira, et 
Laurent-Désiré Kabila. 
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          Jean-Pierre Mugabe, a Tutsi and former officer within the RPF, gives practically the same 
testimony:“Those who are inexperienced have praised Kagame as a savior; but time has shown 
that he is the source of our misery.  He has already set up protection for those families who paid 
him large sums of money, while our families, the small people, were thrown to the Interahamwe 
(ww.france-rwanda.info/2016/02/how-paul-kagame-deliberately-sacrificed-the-tutsi.html). 
What Mugabe doesn’t say is that the head of the Interahamwe was a Tutsi, and they were many 
Tutsi in its ranks who committed many atrocities in the government- controlled area under the 
label or in the shadow of those Interahamwe. 
 As Johan Pottier (2004: 55, 57) points out about the political and demographic realities 
of Central Africa, “The Tutsis are a minority in Rwanda and they know that they can only retain 
power in the long term by force. They cannot afford virtue…So their tactic is cover extra-
judicial punishment. They are conformed in this course of action by the failure of western 
attempts to impose individual justice for the 1994 genocide (and other crimes committed 
after)… The failure to cover the ADFL military agenda and crimes  was rooted in a moral 
sympathy with the RPF and facilitated by the political doctrine of New Pan-Africanism, which 
resents every form of Western intrusion either by governments, humanitarians or the media. 
The doctrine advocates political re-generation through full participation in global trade, 
especially in essential minerals, and aims to undermine the effectiveness  of the world’s 
monitoring capacity.” 
          With such a situation, there is nothing the RPF could teach the UDPS which was 
supposedly fighting for political change through electoral process, especially as the RPF turned 
down the August 4, 1993 Arusha Agreement which had set up the process of democratic change 
in Rwanda. Despite the violation of this agreement, such a tragedy (assassination of the Hutu 
major leaders (President Habyarimana and General Déogratias Nsabimana), the transformation 
of Rwanda into a Tutsi state, and other hidden dimensions of this RPF victory, the UDPS 
leadership praised it then as a model to be followed in Zaire. 
Mr Kikonde Lubandi refers to this by pointing out two further compromizing positions of the 
UDPS: “Ce que  l’UDPS ne dit pas et que Honoré Ngbanda sait, c’est qu’elle est le premier 
parti politique, à l’époque de la République du Zaïre, à avoir félicité la victoire du Front 
Patriotique Rwandais (FPR) sur le régime Habyarimana en avril 1994 ! Ce que l’UDPS ne dit 
pas non plus et que Honoré Ngbanda sait, c’est qu’elle est  le premier parti politique à avoir 
salué, en mai 1997, la victoire sur le régime Mobutu de l’Alliance des Forces Démocratiques 
pour la Libération (AFDL) appuyée par le même FPR ! Ce que l’UDPS ne dit toujours pas, 
mais dont se souvient Honoré Ngbanda, c’est que son président, en la personne de Mr Etienne 
Tshisekedi, s’était rendu en 2002 à Kigali pour obtenir la caution de Paul Kagame à sa 
désignation comme Président de la RDC dans le cadre du Dialogue intercongolais. C’est dans 
ce contexte que s’était justifiée d’ailleurs son alliance avec le RCD ! » (Kikonde Lubangi). 
             In addition, shouldn’t Etienne Tshisekedi, an old school politician (1960 onwards), 
know that he was not qualified to lead the country with this new doctrine? He was the prisoner 
of a narrow political vision (clanism or Luba integrism, chauvinism, intellectual blindness, and 
regionalism inherited from the 1960-1962 secession of South Kasai, and of course, from Albert 
Kalonji, alias Mulopwe’s tribal, village-driven politics; in the end, he died in the way he lived. 
Such praise of the RPF by the UDPS leadership proved not only its naivety or its total ignorance 
of the regional stakes behind the “RPF revolution” (J.E. Murphy, 2015; 137-140), a prelude to 
the invasion of the DRC (because President Habyarimana who paid his life for this cause  had 
refused that Rwanda be used for the invasion of the DRC; it also contradicted its slogan of non-
violent revolution: “RDC: L’opposant Etienne Tshisekedi appelle à la résistance pacifique:”31 

 
31 Reflet Afriique.net, 20 décembre 2016. 
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“Depuis sa création, l’UDPS a toujours revendiqué un combat politique fondé sur «la non-
violence» (Félix Tshilombo and Jean-Marc Kabund, 2012). No wonder that, when the RPF took 
control of the DRC in 1997, the UDPS, within its weak position and contradictions in the 
Zairian political landscape, was systematically muzzled or subtly fought (section (3.3). Many 
members of the UDPS knew it, but they could not make their voices heard for fear of reprisals 
from the hardliners of the party blindly aligned behind Etienne Tshisekedi, the traitor in the 
clothes of a wise man who looked like a virgin politician. 
 

3.3.THE UDPS SUBORDINATION TO THE RPF 

           After his 1990-1996 failed struggle for democratic change, Etienne Tshisekedi and the 
UDPS supported the foreign invaders, disguised as “liberators”. But, the UDPS were not 
rewarded by the RPF/AFDL regime. They were finally obliged to set alliance with them in 2002 
in the dynamics of the Sun-City Agreement through the new RPF creation, the RCD (Anthony 
M.K. Katombe, 2003). Contrary to George Alves’ contention (2003), this alliance with the 
RCD, a criminal organization which has no interest in democracy, has never ended. The RPF 
has continued to manipulate the UDPS leadership, or else the latter has continued to deal with 
the RPF under the umbrella of this alliance. Hereafter are some convincing facts: 
 In 2006, Etienne Tshisekedi didn’t participate in the election process under the pretext 
that the West’s candidate, Joseph Kabila, was programmed to absolutely win. Yet, had he done 
it, Joseph Kabila would not have reached the second round. In 2011, Mr Tshisekedi participated 
in the presidential election knowing very well that the West still supported Joseph Kabila and 
that the elections had to be won in a one round knockout system. People say that he won it, that 
his electoral victory was stolen as the one of Jean-Pierre Bemba in 2006. In spite of this, he 
continued to deal with Joseph Kabila while giving the impression of fighting for what he called 
the “Imperium” and accumulating money from members of the UDPS whose misuse raised 
many questions and angered many members (see supra). Even if his partisans caused some 
headaches to Joseph Kabila, the latter and the international community continued to see him as 
a good partner whereas Jean-Pierre Bemba was sent to the ICC at The Hague in The Netherlands 
to reinforce Joseph Kabila’s power.32  All this demonstrates that he was not a threat to the 
government of occupation and western interests in DRC. 
          In 2012, almost a year after the November 28, 2011 elections, Kigali claimed that the 
UDPS was in contact with the RPF latest creation, a rebellion movement, the M23. Mama Grace 
Kalanda (2012), a well known Luba woman confirmed this by citing Roger Lumbala and some 
members of the UDPS, condemning such a UDPS move which wrongly aimed at seeking the 
support of the M23 military wing in its fight for the “Imperium,”supposedly stolen by “Joseph 
Kabila” in the aforementioned elections. Obviously, the government of Kinshasa took this 
information from Kigali very seriously or took advantage of it to attack  the UDPS and his 
leader, Etienne Tshisekedi: « Lambert Mende a déclaré le vendredi 19 octobre sur les antennes 
de la Voix de l’Amérique que les autorités congolaises seraient en train de mener des enquêtes 
sur les contacts que l’UDPS et son président auraient avec les mutins du M23 » (Igihe, 2012). 
         Was this information false or true ? Many Congolese believe the information is genuine 
as Mama Grace Kalanda does. Is it the failure of this strategy which pushed Etienne Tshisekedi 

 
32  He was released in mid-June 2018. The timing of his release is a matter of contradictory speculations. 
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to agree on, and participate in the late 2003 national conference or « concertations 
nationales? 33. Likely « Côté Union pour la démocratie et le progrès social (UDPS), outre les 
députés qui s’étaient déjà montrés favorables à une participation aux concertations nationales, 
quelques cadres ont également été aperçus dans l’hémicycle. « Nous sommes des 
républicains », a répondu à RFI l’un d’entre eux » (RFI, 2013). 
            But John Tshingombe (2013) notes that Etienne Tshisekedi was pushed into the trap of 
dialogue by both the German Ambassador in Kinshasa and Paul Kagame.34 In 2002, Etienne 
Tshisekedi was also in Kigali: “Etienne Tshisekedi est arrivé hier à Kigali, au Rwanda, en 
provenance d'Afrique du Sud. Avant de quitter la capitale rwandaise ce lundi pour Goma, il aura 
des entretiens avec le président Paul Kagame » (Kimpozo Mayala, 2002). For one, this proves 
that the bridge between the UDPS and the RPF was never broken. As later developments show, 
this dialogue was not intended to solve the DRC problems, but to maintain the status quo and 
preserve Rwanda’s interests. For many, Etienne Tshisekedi’s slogans of “prenez-vous en 
charges” (take care of yourself), and “bolala pongi” (sleep quietly”)  that he requested from the 
Congolese in the dynamics of the 1992 CNS, and in the aftermath of the 2011 elections, as well 
as his silence over the occupation or  his refusal to call out Joseph Kabila, the representative of 
the government of occupation, show what the man is an opportunist who had always dealt with 
the authors of the pain and sufferings of the  Congolese people. 
           As one would have expected, the dialogue initiated by ‘Joseph Kabila’ didn’t pay 
off either.  Why did Mr Tshisekedi, in the end, accept a UDPS-PRRD bilateral dialogue (in 
Ihusi, Venise, Ibiza, which set into motion the process which led to the Saint-Sylvestre 
Agreement (December 31, 2016) and allowed Joseph Kabila to continue running the country 
beyond his two-term legal presidency (known as “glissement”)? Are those who claim that 
Etienne Tshisekedi and his party mainly facilitated the “glissement” wrong or right? I think they 
are right. Mr Christian Bula Byangongo of “congoflashinfos” (2018) states that those who 
benefited from Etienne Tshisekedi’s death, notably ‘Joseph Kabila’, Félix Tshisekedi, 
Olengankoy, Moïse Katumbi… are linked by the freemasonry brotherhood, and consequently, 
complicit in maintaining the country hostage of foreign interest groups. 
           According to Claude Wauthier (1997), “A European import, freemasonry is remarkably 
widespread in both French and English-speaking Africa, as it is in Latin America and the United 
States. Freemasonry is often to be found close to the centers of power…..The Grand Orient of 
Zaire is an emanation of the Grand Orient of Belgium… In the former Zaire, President Mobutu 
outlawed freemasonry when he took power in 1965, but reinstated it in 1972”. This simply 
means that the harmful actions of such Congolese Freemasons fit into a long tradition”. 
             Moreover, to the exception of a few individuals, the leadership of the UDPS, including 
Etienne Tshisekedi and his successor, his son Félix Tshilombo Tshisekedi, remained silent about 
the Tutsi occupation of the country, whereas most Congolese have already stood up to defy the 

 
33 RadioOkapi.net, 2013. 
34 « Les autorités rwandaises avaient souhaité que le président Etienne Tshisekedi wa Mulumba lui-même fasse le 
déplacement du Rwanda. Mais, compte tenu de son agenda très chargé à la suite de la situation politique au pays, 
Etienne Tshisekedi a décidé de se faire représenter par une délégation de quatre cadres de son parti. La délégation 
sera conduite par l’un des membres influents du cabinet d’Etienne Tshisekedi. Le quatrième délégué, quant à lui, 
vient des Etats-Unis d’Amérique. C’est un homme très introduit dans l’administration américaine. Celui-ci a un 
lien très étroit et nourrit de bonnes relations avec Kigali. En lieu et place de Tshisekedi lui-même, ce sont ses quatre 
hauts cadres de l’UDPS, qui sont attendus au Rwanda dans les prochains jours. Ils répondent à une invitation du 
président Paul Kagame adressée, il y a peu au président Tshisekedi. Des sources rapportent que le président 
rwandais avait adressé une lettre à Etienne Tshisekedi, dans laquelle, Paul Kagame envisageait de recevoir 
l’autorité morale de l’UDPS dans son pays » (John Tshingombe, 2013). 
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occupation by the “Tutsi Without Borders” or the Tutsi extremists from Rwanda (Boniface 
Musavuli, 2011; Honoré Ngbanda, 2015; Candide Okeke, 2015; Patrick Mbeko, 2016). Equally, 
the Tshisekedi have said nothing about the massacres which have been perpetrated in the Great 
Kasai (their home province) since 2015, massacres in which the Tutsi criminals of the RPF, the 
RCD and the PPRD are implicated, those who have set the Kivus ablaze for 25 years. This is 
not only a question of fear, but also, and more importantly, the sign of complicity and treason. 
François MpuilaTshipamba (2013), a key figure within the UDPS and the man at the heart of 
the “Nice Agreement Affair” in which he represented Etienne Tshisekedi, recognizes that some 
members of the UDPS are working in the national institutions with the occupiers, the usurpers 
and calls for a burst of pride among its members to show integrity, not compromise. But, how 
will this happen knowing that the near future generation is made of the young men and women, 
between 10 and 30 years old, the product of the occupation (Maître Djino Will, 2018)? There 
are grounds for cautious optimism that François Mpuila Tshipamba’s call would be followed, 
especially because national institutions are kept hostages of the foreigners while many 
Congolese leaders are working for the US, UK, Belgium, France, Rwanda, Uganda  (…), 
international mafias and criminal networks. 
 
4. CONCLUSION 

 
 This essay has exposed several facts which show the unknown or the less known side 
of the UDPS and its leader Mr. Etienne Tshisekedi. Instead of being a solution to the DRC 
problems (the  so-called Moses of the Zairian/Congolese people),35 he was, in fact, one of the 
basic problems (Mbokoko Bulaseke, 2011; O. Y. Ntuba, 2011; Patrick Mbeko, 2012; F. Sando, 
2012; Tshitenge Tshimbawu, 2013; Le carnet de Maurice Dikaya, 2013; Y. Lumumba, 2015; 
Thierry Musenepwo, 2016; R. Lumumba, 2018). This is the reason why I find pertinent and 
appropriate the  picture made by Eric Kindala (2018): « Etienne Tshisekedi a toujours été 
présenté par ses partisans comme celui dont l’action politique repose du coté du peuple. Illusion 
! Il est un traître et ce, depuis l’époque de Mobutu. Il a trahi Lumumba, qu’il a traité de crapaud. 
Et il continue avec ses œuvres. A Sun City, il a joué un sale tour aux nationalistes. Il s’est allié 
au RCD (Rassemblement Congolais pour la Démocratie), un mouvement rebelle créé par les 
Rwandais et qui s’est illustré par les actes de violation flagrante des droits de l’homme. Le 
Sphinx de Limete s’est même déplacé de Sun City au Rwanda, pour recevoir des instructions 
de Kagame. De Kigali, il est rentré  directement en Afrique du Sud, pour ne revenir en RDC 
que la veille du congrès de l’UDPS. Aujourd’hui encore, l’UDPS travaille en partenariat avec 
le Rwanda. Et pour preuve, Roger Lumbala, son principal allié de la campagne électorale, qui 
a mis à sa disposition une chaîne de télévision et une station de radio, a été pris la main dans le 
sac. Et la passivité de l’UDPS vis-à-vis de la situation de l’Est  vient de consolider la thèse 
de  la collaboration toujours renouvelée entre Kigali et Tshisekedi. » 
             More than that, how could somebody like him, who didn’t have an official function 
since the beginning of 1992, continue to enjoy such a luxurious life until his death ? The answer 
is clear: he was paid by some multinationals who have been looting the DRC resources, by 

 
35 François Tshipamba Mpuila (2011 ; Pascal Kabeya (2017) ; Christophe Boisbouvier (2017) ; Trésor Kibangula, 
2017 ; Muriel Devey Malu Malu (2017). 
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Mobutu and by alias Joseph Kabila. 36  Placing Félix Tshilombo in his real place, Honoré 
Ngbanda said that he lived a good life in Belgium because of Mobutu’s money.37 
 Therefore, I stand against those who sell or buy the false narrative that depicts Etienne 
Tshisekedi is a true patriot, the “Congolese Mandela”, a man of integrity. Mabika Kalanda  
(2005), author of a well-known book, La Remise en question, base de la décolonisation mentale 
(Bruxelles/Kinshasa, 1967), who knows Etienne Tshisekedi very well (at least better than his 
present-day fanatics and thurifers, flatterers) urged the militants to follow, not Etienne 
Tshisekedi, but Patrice-Eméry Lumumba for one reason: he is a national, African and 
worldwide famous figure whose arrest and assassination in 1961 ended the struggle for the DRC 
liberation. I can infer from this testimony that what Etienne Tshisekedi did, in almost six 
decades (1960-2017) of political activity, has nothing to do with such a struggle. He was like 
other Congolese politicians, the slaves of their stomach (“ventriotes”). 
              Félix Tshisekedi who was raised in the shadow of his father’s longtime collusion with 
foreign interests, the mastermind of the Congolese people’s genocide (he was one of the 
Empire’s key puppets),38 including the ones by the RPF, cult of the ego, ethnic nationalism and 
hypocrisy cannot free himself from the latter’s dark past. For now, there are no signs that he 
inherited good values, such as patriotism, vision, “common good, that benefit society as a 
whole, in contrast to the private good of individuals and sections of society.”39 Worst of all, the 
UDPS moved from a national party to a family business within the Luba gangland. 
 In other words, Etienne Tshisekedi promoted factionalism and left behind a divided 
party which will hardly heal its deep wounds, restore internal cohesion, curb immorality and 
the selfish enrichment which tarnishes and undermines the party’s credibility. To use the 
formula of a French journalist, the “institutional panorama of the UDPS’ is a field of ruins“. A 
spoiled child who is intellectually limited, comparatively to his father (the so-called “First DRC 
Doctor of Law), and of course the brilliant engineer, Valentin Mubake (the longtime political 
advisor to Etienne Tshisekedi who was kicked out by a family plot in the wake of Tshisekedi's 
death),40 Félix Tshisekedi has work to do both within and outside the party. 
 Valentin Mubake revealed that Congolese politicians, including Etienne Tshisekedi, are 
used to go to Kigali to seek Paul Kagame’s support (2016),41 that Etienne Tshisekedi betrayed 
the Congolese people by calling off the demonstrations aimed  at ousting Joseph Kabila from 
power on December 19, 2016, that Félix Tshisekedi gives the impression of being an opponent 
during the day, while at night he goes to seat and eat on the same table with “Joseph Kabila 
(« head of the octopus », « head of the iceberg of the Tutsi power » (Honoré Ngbanda, 2017) 
against whom he pretends to fight” (2018).42 Even Paul Kagame is not afraid of the UDPS 

 
36 On several occasion, he was accused of using the party’s money for his ownn profit, “Des frondeurs du parti 
congolais, UDPS, portent plainte à Bruxelles contre le président du parti, Etienne Tshisekedi. Une plainte pour 
« faux » et « usage de faux », « escroquerie », et « vol et/ou extorsion ». Les plaignants reprochent à l’opposant 
historique d'avoir détourné le parti de son objectif et réclament des éclaircissements sur des dépenses qu'ils jugent 
‘injustifiées’ », « En Belgique, une plainte vise l’opposant Etienne Tshisekedi », RFI, 14 janvier 2016., . 
37  See also « La face cache d’Etienne Tshisekedi », in Kongo Times, 1er août 2014. 
38  Monseigneur Emmanuel  Katariko, message de Noël 1999. Bukavu, 25 décembre 1999. 
39 https://www.britannica.com/topic/common-good. 
40 Papa Médard sur Infos 16, 2017; “Le péché de Félix Tshisekedi : avoir sacrifié Mubake pour Pierre Lumbi au 
Rassemblement », in Congo Mikili, mars 12, 2018.. 
41 He said that, in 2012, he went to Kigali on a mission of the ASD (Alliance pour la Sauvegarde de la Démocratie) 
and spent there two years. He added that he met in Kigali Vital Kamerhe, Didier Etumba, Katumba Mwanke and 
other key politicians of Kinshasa who were holding meetings with Rwandan officials; in other words, the DRC’s 
occupiers who are creating and instrumentalizing rebels groups, organizing the massacres of the Congolese people 
and the systematic looting of the country’s resources. Nobody can convince me that they were there or those who, 
since then, have continued to commute between Kinshasa and Kigali are serving the DRC’s interests. 
42  « Not long after Tshisekedi’s farewell speech, his son Félix led the opposition into talks with President Joseph 
Kabila’s ruling alliance  that were supposed to resolve the thorny question of Congo’s democratic future. Kabila’s 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/private-good
https://www.britannica.com/topic/common-good
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because, as he endlessly declares, “he controls Félix Tshisekedi through his wife43. This was 
confirmed by someone who seems to know the reality on the ground : 
« According to the testimony of a Congolese Patriot of Bukavu…Félix is a prisoner of 
Rwandans in bed ! Do not expect anything from him » (quoted by Candide Okeke, 2015).   
There is an old maxim which is applicable here: “The way to control the opposition is to lead 
it”. Paul Kagame or the FPR leadership learned the lesson and applies it efficiently. The 
question raised by the Rwandan (July 28, 2012) has no answer at this moment: “Will ever some 
Congolese stop being the enablers of Kagame and Museveni?” This is the heart of the 
Congolese question. Despite the fact that both Paul Kagame and Yoweri Kaguta Museveni are 
heavily involved in the DRC44, Paul Kagame is right when he constantly tells the Congolese 
leaders (and citizens as well) that they should be ashamed of themselves instead of continuing 
to blame foreigners, namely the RPF regime. In spite of usual denials by Etienne Tshisekedi’s 
fans/partisans, there are sufficient proofs, as this essay has just demonstrated that the collusion 
between the Tshisekedis and the Tutsi in particular, between the UDPS and the RPF in general 
is real and constant. No honest and clever Congolese should be mistaken again about the 
dishonesty of these twins (Tshisekedi-UDPS). They are part of the DRC basic problem.45 The 
Congolese who understand better this strategy of make-believe don’t hesitate to state that the 
Tshisekedi family took the UDPS, or even the country, hostage.46In order to better understand 
Félix Tshilombo’s and his peers’ materialistic instinct and  cynicism, one can read these two 
short articles: « Congo-Kinshasa: Etienne Tshisekedi - Un cadavre en otage », in Le Pays, 14 
février 2017; « RDC : l’UDPS conditionne le rapatriement du corps de Tshisekedi à la 
publication d’un gouvernement de large union », mediacon go.net, 9 février 2017. How can an 
individual, like Félix Tshisekedi, who  worked to put his father out and clear the way for his 
political career47 (Félix Tshisekedi Tshilombo, “Brutus”, word used by Jacques Matanda),48  
and who doesn’t have any respect for his father’s  body (Richard-Valentin  Banadi, 2017)49care 

 
second term was due to expire on December 20, 2016, but the government had no plan to hold elections” (William 
Clowes, “The Man Who Will Be the King of Congo”, in FP News, April 4, 2017). 
43  I talked here in Antwerp with a lady who claims to be her relative; she said that his wife is a Shi. Others claim 
that she is a Tutsi who presents herself as a Shi. Given the fact that identity is a big issue within the Shi community 
(many well known Tutsi say that they are Shi), one cannot rule out that she is really a Tutsi who was brought into 
Etienne Tshisekedi’s family in order to control him and his party. 
44  « Recrutés par les Occidentaux Kagame et Museveni font de la déstabilisation de la RDC, l’essentiel de leur 
stratégie existentielle » in Kongo Times, 4 février 2013 ; « Le problème de la RDC : Kagame, Museveni et 
Kabila », in Le Congolais, 4 février 2013.. 
45  Papa Médard sur infos16, 2017;Timothée Lenwa sur Tindika, 2018; Honoré Ngbanda, 2018. 
46  Omer Nsongo di Lema, 2017; Prof. Kilele, 2017; Richard Lumumba, 2018. 
47  Mathieu Kepa, “Félix, le fils Tshisekedi n’a aucun parcours sauf d’avoir été chauffeur-livreur à Bruxelles », in 
7sur7.cd, 23 mai 2018. 
48  This agenda is being realized. As his father is dead, he now chairs the UDPS and will be, if he does not change 
his mind, a Presidential candidate. Indeed, some voices say that Félix Tshilombo was not his choice to succeed 
him at the presidency of the party (Lubumbashi Infos , 2015; Valentin Mubake, 2017; Katebe Katoto,2017; 
Clément Muamba, 2018; L’Avenir, 2018; Baudouin Amba Wetshi, 2018). In Lubumbashi Infos , we read: Telle 
mere, tel fils. Etienne Tshisekedi aurait voulu laisser le parti à un autre leader, un combatant plus consensuel  et 
surtout impregné  de la lutte  qui est la sienne. Mais, la toute puissante maman Marthe, l’épouse de Tshisekedi 
senior  aurait pris assez d’importance au sein du cercle de décision qu’elle a su tout rapprocher de son fils en 
rapprochant ce dernier du pouvoir. C’est peut-être pour baliser, devant lui, la voie que sont partis  des leaders de 
taille, Albert Moleka (« Après six ans de loyaux services auprès de Tshisekedi, Albert Moleka claque la porte de 
l’UDPS », in L’Observateur, 16 mars 2015), Mukendi Shadary, etc. Le Sphinkx de Limete  l’aurait-il compris, tôt 
ou tard ? » (“RDC: Félix Tshisekedi ou la fin  du rêve de la démocratie dans l’UDPS ? », in Lubumbashi Infos, 18 
octobre 2015). So, Félix Tshilombo’s rise to this position was the result of a well orchestrated  plot. 
49  « A-t-on au moins conscience du martyre que cet homme a enduré pendant près de 37 ans de sa vie, pour qu’on 
en arrive à marchander son corps à ce point ? » (Richard-Valentin Babadi, 2017) ; « Tshisekedi, un an sans être 
enterré c’est une attitude inhumaine pour son fils aîné, in RTBF Info, 3 février 2018.. 
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for  the country? This is the biggest question. To think that Félix Tshisekedi is the hope of the 
Congolese people as some Luba individuals suggest is to show either naivety or a day 
dreaming.‘ The UDPS will have a true leader and will win under one condition: it is by fighting 
the family's narrow and selfish tendency, which is privatization of the party’s management 
undermining its internal cohesion. 
“L’UDPS a été toujours caractérisée, depuis sa naissance, par une querelle de leadership entre 
deux fortes personnalités, Etienne Tshisekedi et Frédéric Kibassa Maliba, respectivement à 
l’origine Secrétaire National à l’organisation et Président national. Cette lutte pour le contrôle 
du pouvoir a fini par engendrer des conflits et donner naissance à deux ailes, à savoir 
l’UDPS/aile Etienne Tshisekedi et l’UDPS/aile KibassaMaliba. »50 
For this to happen, the militants of the UDPS and the followers of Etienne Tshisekedi are 
required to wake up, read correctly the signs of time » (Tshitenge Tshimbawu, 2013), debate 
openly the issues related to the party’s management and actions, and in fine, get rid of  the 
strategy of make-believe that Etienne Tshisekedi put forward, in other words, make an effort to 
become less dishonest and be more transparent. 
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